
 

Some of you will remember making a very kind donation or a pledge of support to the PaddleforLife  
άƪŀȅŀƪ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜέ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŜ ƻŦ ²ƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ нллтΦ http://www.paddleforlife.co.uk/.  
 
You will recall that the donations were made to Cancer Research UK, Dreams Come True and also to 
ǘƘŜ ά!ƳŀȊƻƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭέ  ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ the Pucani community on the Urubamba River in Peru. This news 
letter is mainly to tell you about how the third project is developing. You may wish to visit and have 
the best holiday of your life. 
 

 
 
This News Letter is to say thank you and to tell you the good news about this fragile South American 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǇŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ά!ƳŀȊƻƴέ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ 
been held ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘέ ƻŦ tŀŘŘƭŜ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά!ƳŀȊƻƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘέ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ and planned. 
 
The delay has been the time taken for the due diligence required to select the right partner whose 
credentials and reputation is first class. It would be very embarrassing if money  vanished, or 
accidently went  to drug barons. 
 

http://www.paddleforlife.co.uk/


 
 
Some key bullet points 

¶ The funds will go to Peru Verde ς a non profit conservation group 

¶ Peru Verde will manage the project and provide photos and a report 

¶ The Rain Forests of this community are 98% intact 

¶ The Rain Forest is titled to this  indigenous community 

¶ No commercial logging or agro-industries are carried out in this community 

¶ The Pucani community protects and showcases the Macaw and Parrot clay licks 

¶ They are learning to protect other endangered species such as  
o Marmosets 
o Fresh water Pink Dolphins 
o Giant otters 
o Tapirs 

¶ The Macaw and Parrot clay licks are the largest documented in the Amazon of Peru, 
Bolivia or Ecuador 

¶ Ecotourism will develop local jobs 

¶ A sustainable future and education is essential 
 
The Budget 
Emilio González  of Peru Verde (a Peruvian non-profit conservation group) will supervise the school 
improvements. He will send photos and a financial report at the end of the construction. 
 
Budget: 
1.  Desks at 40 dollars each bought in Lima      1400 
2.  Shipping desks from Lima to Pucani      400 
3.            School books and supplies for 35 children ( US$30 each)    1,050 
4. A new school room for the kindergarten at their school    2,900 
 

Total      5,350 
 

¶ dollars are US$ 
 



SUMMARY 

What had my parents told us when we were children? ς Their generation had 

died for liberty that sons and daughters could live free. Lest we forget their 

sacrifice so that we might live. I will always remember. 

What can I tell our children? ς Always look to give something back, never take 

more than you need and leave the environment as you found it. 

I used my parentΩs gift and worked in many jobs in Australia and New Zealand 

(mines, oil rigs and breweries), then visited many places such as Ayers Rock, 

Borobudur, Pagan, the Taj Mahal, the Khyber Pass, Kabul, Kandahar, Esfahan, 

Persepolis, Ur, Babylon, Petra, Galilee and Bethlehem, Iguacu, the Altiplano, 

Cuzco, Machupichu before I was 21. The University of the World! 

¶ Was I prepared for the Amazon? No. 

¶ The early missions in 1972 were in their infancy. The Machiguenga 

Indians could not read or write! No schools! 

¶ Aged 20, I thought I favoured WƻƘƴ IŜƳƳƛƴƎΩǎ concept on isolation and 

integration. But, I regret I did nothing for more than 35 years. 

Now we have the Global Economy, the Credit Crunch, the destruction of the 

Amazon Rain Forest and the indigenous Amerindians culture and communities 

to allow vast tracts of farming and to encourage mining, oil and gas drilling and 

logging and exports to the developed nations. AND worse still - CLIMATE 

CHANGE. 

This News Letter ς άAMAZON - The Pucani Communityέ is to help us learn 

how we can help them. There are four ways in which we can help 

1. For £9.99 buy this well presented bound bŜǿǎ [ŜǘǘǘŜǊ ά!a!½hb ς The 

PuŎŀƴƛ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ to give to friends as a present. (or 5 for £40) 

2. Or go on line to http://www.peruverde.org/  and visit the Manulife 

Wild life Centre and breath in the beauty and fragility of this gentle 

community  

3. Or support the community with a DD donation to Paddle for Life 

4. Or just enjoy the PDF file and email it to 5 of your best friends.

http://www.peruverde.org/


 

The Pucani Community 
Written by Charles Munn, Ph.D. Founding Board Member Peru Verde 
 
The Pucani community is a lowland Amazon  Indian community of 30 families (150 people) of 
Asháninkas living in a traditional way on their 25,000 acres of titled rainforest land on the right bank 
of the Lower Urubamba River near the confluence with the equally-large Tambo River.  The 
Asháninka Tribe is one of many tribal units in the large and diverse Arawak Language Group of 
Amerindians. 
  

 
 
As it happens, the Asháninkas and the Machiguengas are extremely closely-related and similar, and 
this area of the Lower Urubamba is where these two Arawak tribes meet.  The Asháninkas tend to 
live on parts of the western banks of the Lower Urubamba, while the Machiguengas occupy most of 
the rest of the west banks and most of the east bank of this large river, which is the same river that 
flows by Machu Picchu much higher up in the Andes north of the former capital of the Inca Empire in 
Cusco. 
  
The forests of the community of Pucani are 98% intact, as the community is small relative to its titled 
rainforest.  Additionally, there is no commercial or agro-industry in the community.   Rather, each 
family in the community has its own small farm plots of 1-2 ha, on which they carry out only small-
scale agriculture to produce starches (plantains and manioc) and vegetables for their family tables. 
 
This community is one of the 1,500 lowland Amerindian communities left in the three UK¹s worth of 
Amazon rainforest in Peru, which at this time is only 5% deforested overall!    The lowland Indians of 
the Peruvian Amazon represent approximately 450,000 people, or only 1.5% of the Peruvian 
population, which is now hovering around 30 million. 
 
At the time of European contact, lowland Amerindian cultures were quite populous and complex in 
terms of trading relationships and villages, towns, and even small cities, often very well organized.   



The conquistadores and other Europeans brought with them European diseases (principally smallpox 
and a few other very dangerous viruses for which the Amerindians had absolutely no natural 
immunity). Up to 97% of all Amerindians died within just a few decades of contact. 
 
Subsequently, during the 500 years since the Spanish conquistador, Francisco Pizarro, kidnapped, 
ransomed, and murdered the Inca Emperor Atahualpa, and thus brought the New World¹s largest 
empire to its knees, Amazonian Indians in the 700,000 square kilometres of the Peruvian Amazon 
have been eking out an existence, hoping to avoid the diseases and enslavement that were the two 
universal outcomes whenever and wherever Europeans and Indians met. 
 

 
 
As part of a larger program of stabilizing the conservation status of the rainforest and ecosystem of 
10 million acres of the Lower Urubamba, for 10 years now the Peruvian non-profit conservation 
group Peru Verde (PV) has been working closely with the community of Pucani to try to ensure a 
sustainable future protecting and using wisely its rainforest and rivers.   The reasons that PV chose 
Pucani for special attention among the Indian communities of the Lower Urubamba are that the 
community is small, very friendly and co-operative, and showed great interest at the start in the idea 
of protecting and showcasing a large macaw and parrot clay lick on the community land.  PV 
specializes in generating green jobs in ecotourism to help protect nature and to increase the 
incomes and quality of life of lowland Indian communities. 
 
When in 1999, informants from the logging industry told PV board member Charles Munn about a 
large macaw and parrot clay lick in Pucani, PV then immediately sent a small expedition led by PV 
biologist Oscar Mujica to check this report.  The report not only was true, but the macaw and parrot 
clay lick at Pucani probably is the largest macaw clay lick of the 100 that PV has now documented 
from the Amazon of Peru, Bolivia, and Ecuador. 
 


