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Some of you will remember making a very kind donation or a pledge of support to the PaddleforLife
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You will recall thathe donations were made to Cancer Research UK, Dreams Come True and also to
GKS a! YIT 2y { OePachni comnuiNg @ $6riibanfbaRN@r in PeruThis news

letter is mainly to tell you about how the third project is developing. You may twistsit and have

the best holiday of your life.

This News Letter is to sélyank youand to tell you the good news about this fragile South American
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The delay has been thane taken for thedue diligence requiretb select the right partner whose
credentials and reputi#on is first class. It would be very embarrassing if momagished, or
accidently went to drug barons.


http://www.paddleforlife.co.uk/

Some key bullet points
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The funds will go to Peru Verdea non profit conservation group
Peru Verde will manage the project and provide photosdha report
TheRain Forests of this community are 98% intact
The Rain Forest is titled to this indigenous community
No commercial logging or agrimdustries are carried out in this community
The Pucani community protects and showcases the Macaw and Pategt licks
They are learning to protect other endangered species such as
0 Marmosets
o Fresh water Pink Dolphins
o Giant otters
o Tapirs
The Macaw and Parrot clay licks are the largest documented in the Amazon of Peru,
Bolivia or Ecuador
Ecotourism will develogocal jobs
A sustainable future and education is essential

The Budget
EmilioGonzéalezof Peru Verdda Peruvian norprofit conservation groupwill supervise the school

improvements. Havill sendphotos and a financial report at the end of the constranti

Budget
1.

2.
3.
4.

Desks a#0 dollars each bought in Lima 1400

Shippingdesksfrom Limato Pucani 400
&ool books andupplies for 35 children ( US$30 each) 1,050
Anew school room fothe kindergarten at their school 2,900
Total 5,350

9 dollars are US$



SUMMARY

What had my parents told us when we were childPenTheirgeneration had
died for liberty bhat sons and daughters could live fréest we forget their
sacrifice so that we might livewill alwaysremember.

What can | tell our childreng Always look to iye something bagknever take
more than you need and leattee environment as you found it.

| used my parer®@ gift andworked in many jobs in Australia and New Zealand
(mines, oil rigs and breweries), thersited many places such as Ayers Rock,
Borobudur, Pagan, the Taj Mahtde Khyber Pass, Kabul, Kandaltzfahan,
Persepolis, Ur, Babylon, Petra, Galilee and Bethlehguacu, the Altiplano,
Cuzco, Machupichudbore | was 21TheUniversity of the World!

1 Was I prepared for the Amazon? No.

1 The early missions 1972were in their infancy. The Madajiienga
Indianscould notread or write! No schools!

f Aged 201 thought IfavouredW2 Ky | S doNcRpy ¢h @dlation and
integration.But, | regretl did nothing for more than 35 years.

Now we have the Global Economy, the Credit Crunch, the destruction of the
Amazon Rain Forest and the indigenous Amerindians culture and cortnesun
to allow vast tracts of faming and to encourage mining, oil and gas drilling and
logging and exports to the developed natioAND worse stil CLIMATE
CHANGE.

This News Letteg GAMAZON- The Pucani Communiéyis to help us learn
how we can help themThere are four ways in which we can help
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1. For £9.99 iy thiswell presentedboundo Sg & [ SGG I 8&NR G! a! %
PWOI YA [ 2 Yorgimid fiiedds as a present. (or 5 for £40)

2. Or go on line tohttp://www.peruverde.org/ and visit the Manulife
Wild life Centre and breath in the beauty and fragility of thggentle
community

3. Or support the community with a DD donation to Paddle for Life

4. Or just enjoy the PDF file aneimail it to 5 of your best friends.



http://www.peruverde.org/

The Pucani Community
Written by Charles Munn, Ph.[Frounding Board Membd®eru Verde

ThePucani community is a lowlaemazonIndian community of 30 families (150 people) of
Ashéaninkasiving in a traditional way on their 25,000 acres of titled rainforest land on the right bank
of the Lower Urubamba River near the confluence with the eqtatlye Tambo River. The
Ashaninka Tribe is one of many tribal units in the large and diverseakraanguage Group of
Amerindians.

As it happens, the Ashaninkas and the Machiguengas are extremely glgisédyl and similar, and

this area of the Lower Urubamba is where these two Arawak tribes meet. The Ashaninkas tend to
live on parts of the wstern banks of the Lower Urubamba, while the Machiguengas occupy most of
the rest of the west banks and most of the east bank of this large river, which is the same river that
flows by Machu Picchu much higher up in the Andes north of the former capita¢ dfica Empire in
Cusco.

The forests of the community of Pucani are 98% intact, as the community is small relative to its titled
rainforest. Additionally, there is no commeramalagraindustry in the community. Rather, each

family in thecommunityhas its own small farm plots ofZ ha, on which they carry out only small

scale agriculture to produce starches (plantains and manioc) and vegetables for their family tables.

This community is one of the 1,500 lowland Amerindian communities left ithtlee UK's worth of
Amazon rainforest in Peru, which at this time is onlydg¥arested overall! The lowland Indians of
the Peruvian Amazon represeapproximately 450,000 people, or only 1.5% of the Peruvian
population, which is now hovering around Bdllion.

At the time of European contact, lowland Amerindian cultures were quite populous and complex in
terms of trading réationships and villages, townand even small cities, often very well organized.



The conquistadores and other Europeans brougith them European diseases (principally smallpox
and a few other very dangerous viruses for which the Amerindians bsalately no natural
immunity). Up to 97% of all Amerindians died within just a few decades of contact.

Subsequently, during the 50@ars since the Spanish conquistaderancisco Pizarréjdnapped,
ransomed, and murdered the Inca Emperor Atahualpa, and thus brought the New World!s largest
empire to its knees, Amazonian Indians in the 700,000 square kilometres of the Peruvian Amazon
have been eking out an existence, hoping to avoid the diseases and enslavement that were the two
universal outcomes whenever and wherever Europeans and Indians met.

As part of a larger program of stabilizing the conservation status of the rainforesticmsystem of

10 million acres of the Lower Urubamba, for 10 years now the Peruviaiproit conservation

group Peru Verde (PV) has been working closely with the community of Pucani to try to ensure a
sustainabléuture protecting and using wisely its iidrest and rivers. The reasotigt PV chose
Pucani for special attention among the Indian communities of the Lower Urubamba are that the
community is small, very friendly and-operative, and showed great interest at the start in the idea
of protecting and showcasing a large macaw and parrot clay lick on the community land. PV
specializes in generating green jobs in ecotourism to helpeptmature and to increase the

incomes and quality of life of lowland Indian communities.

When in 1999, informarstfrom the logging industry told PV board member Charles Munn about a
large macaw and parrot clay lick in Pucani, PV then immediately sent a small expedition led by PV
biologist Oscar Mujica to check this report. The report not only was true, but thewnaed parrot

clay lick at Pucani probably is the largest macaw clay lick dfGfiehat PV has now documented

from the Amazon of Peru, Bolivia, and Ecuador.



In the early years of this decade, PV studied and documented this clay lick and found itatytyp

2,000 to 3,000 parrots of many species come daily to eat the special clay deposits onnthiel @0
riverbank on the main Lowddrubamba River. Among these parrots are the largest of parrots, the
macawsln fact, up to 200 or 300 large macaws cotmeat the clay on a good dagnd we have

counted over 1,000 Mealy Amazon Parrots at that amazing clay iekmacaw and parrot

populations at the Pucani clay lick clearly rival or, we believe, exceed those found at the Tambopata
River clay lick thatlarles Munn made famous in his-pége cover story about macaws in the

January 1994 National Geographic Magazine.

Since Pucani first started receiving support from Peru Verde in 2000, PV has paid for guards from the
community to protect this amazing cléigk from hunting or trapping, both of which occurred before

PV arrived on the scenBlow, after 10 years of protection, the clay lick at Pucani is béfien ever,

and at some point in the next five years, it is likely that ecotourism at that clay ilighreduce good

jobs for 15 or more peoptaat least one family member from at least half of the families in the
community. PV1s goal would be to produce a good job for 30 people as a result of ecotourism to

that site, and the logistics and attractions fdoing so are quite promising, as there is an asphalt

landing strip in the town of Atalaya, which lies onig hoursby motorboat from the community. It

iseasy to find all kinds of supplies in Atalaya, and there even are some commercial platse flig
(typically twice a week) from the big cities of Lima and Pucallpa to Atalaya.



Over the past eight years, PV hasried out a number of tests afcotourism at the Pucani lick, and
we have found that international nature film crews asglecialispphotograghers very much enjoy

the Pucanlick. The communitguards have worked together with PV biologists and logistics
experts such as Oscar Mujica and Emilio Gonzalez to construct quite a nofadogseason photo
aof Ay Ra ¢ topeNdit didwhgRasdgpkotography from the best angles with the best light and
at short distances from the birds. At this point, PV sends an average of two specialist groups per
year to Pucani, and the community always responds very well. Ladies frorantimeunity have
received trainingrom a CordorBleu chef whom PV brought to the camnity from Lima, and they
havebecome truly excellent cooks to help serve the faraws.



In addition to having the amazing macaw and parrot lick, the foreBuctni has numter of

interesting monkey species, but even more importantly, the Lower Urubamba River itself at Pucani
has AMAZON PINBIOLPHINS. These dolphins, which are still not very easy to see, are very
important tourist attractions, and have been the subject gEaent story in National Geographic.

PV now knows how to optimize nanvasive observation of Amazon Pink Dolphins, and if PV were to
combine dolphin viewing with forest and clay lick ecotourism, then the future of Pasaam

ecotourism centre seems guaranteed. It is how just a matter of raising the critical capital to build an
appropriatelysensitive set of bungalows (to add to the three that PV already built for filmjrew

and making sure that both the marketing ati level of services ensures a steady flow of satisfied
visitors. ArguablyRucani is the location ithe Amazon that is easiest or least expensive to get to
from a major jet gateway city (Lima) that also has HUGE attractidesnis of charismatic and

colourful wildlife.

If Pucani can enjoy a greéuture through the indirect, sustainable use of its fauna and flora through
ecotourism, then they will serve as a model for other lamahmunities in the Lower Urubamba and
throughout the Peruvian Amazofhe current standard of living in Pucani could only be described as
the most basic subsistence, with very few of the community membergloyed inpaying jobs. Any
paying jobs that might exist in the region would require that the men leave their fanatie

communities to work for oil companies or logging companies, the very elements that are threatening
and destroying the biodiversity and the forest. Thus, PV would like to work with Pucani for a
sustainable future, and education ofdlthildren (and @ecent schooin which to study) is

absolutely essential to this work.



At this time, most of the nutritional needs of the community are well covered by the calories from
the family farm plots, while the protein needs tend to be covered from fishinlganivers and by
subsistence hunting of forest guinea pigs like pacas and agoutis, deer, and two species of wild
peccaries (forms of wild pigs of the Amazon). By ensuring a good educational environment for
studying out of the rain and sun, the childrehRucani can work with PV to grow up to be
ecotourism guides, chefs, tour boat drivers, animal trackers, photstiog experts, and other green
jobs that help the community develop simply by showcasing rather than by consuming its forest.

Peru Verde

Peru Verde's main objectives are aimed for the best possible success and achievements in the
following areas:

1
f

Promote conservation of Peruvian natural resources and ecosystems.

Present alternatives for a nedestructive use of the national natural resoascto the

Peruvian rural and native communities.

Diffusion of Peruvian natural and cultural values in order to reinforce national awareness for
the importance of preserving the nememovable resources, as well as knowledge on native
villages' traditions.

Provide support to public and private companies on subjects related to environmental
assessment and management of natural resources and ecosystems.

Provide general information on Peruvian ecosystems as well as detailed information on their
components, inclding species habitat information.



Since its foundation in October 1995, Peru Verde has supervised several conservation projects on
Peruvian's Rain Forest and has successfully designed and completeehatfoarFlamingo Census,
aimed to determine the mdsexact population number of the James and Andean Flamingos of Peru,
Bolivia, Chile and Argentina.

Alison Miller 2008

Peru Verde works to protect and add value to the biological and cultural heritage of Peru, creating

jobs for and with the participationf the very people who find themselves at the cutting edge of

biodiversity destruction. Our pioneering approach to ecotourism run by the local people of Peru has
ONBI 4GSR (K2dzalyRa 2F adadGlAylIofS 2204 tadie OA LI £ f
animals and plants in a way thatre never conceived of before. Thanks to efforts of Peru Verde

scientists, half of the 26,000 tourists who visit the rainforests of southern Peru each year now pay

more and stay longer in the rainforest to enjdgseup views of macaw clay licks, Tapir clay licks,

Giant Otters, or Andean Cocks of the Rock. These four compelling attractions were not options for

tourism prior to our work. In effect, we have used the scientific data flowing from our basic and
appliedbiological research to generate wealth and jobs.

Manu Wildlife Centre

Manu Wildlife Centre is an ecotourism project that saves pristine rainforest previously scheduled for
timber extraction and market meat hunting. The Centre is located outside the eastern border of
Manu National Park and abuts the northern border of the nd@0,008hectare Amarakaeri

Communal Reserve, a national protected area. The Centre successfully has taken control of timber
concessions and used them for tourism and conservation purposes. The lodge staff maintains a
presence and directly protects thees, which is the largest uninhabited sectiof a major river in



AmazoniarPeru.
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Robert MW 1972

The lodge, which has 24 doukdecupancy bungalows with hot water showers, flush toilets,

overlooks the 35@neter-wide Madre de Dios River. The primary attractions for visitors are the

g2NI RQa f I NASad yR Y2al QA addiagdmaca bokl parraddlay @ A O
lick, two large oxbow lakes harbouring families of Giant Otters, two canopy platforms at 100 and 130

feet above the ground, and 10 species of monkeys. Tourists from other local lodges pay to observe

the macaw clay lick froi KS / Sy i NBEQa fFNBHS>Y Ft2FdAy3a 20aSNDI 7
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Finally,once the schol room is completedwe encourage Paddle For Life to orgamizencourage

one or two groups of viirs to go and visit Pucani in the futyr® see how much fun it is to work

with such warm, guileless people as the conservation partners that PV finds in the Indians of Pucani.
Perhaps Paddle for Life will continue tasemoney for further projects to help with education and
perhaps even create a Foundation or Trust to allow for a university scholarship for a Pucani student
every so often?



BACKGROUNBWHY the Pucani Community?

by Robert Murray Willis

Either youhad a gap year, or your children hawe, you wished you hadlow is the time?

Will, Lucyand Tom- Thank heaveng Will is safe and has arrived home again after nearly a year!

| was spoilt witha 2 year gap year in 1971, after leaving Harrow School, before they had invented
O2YLJzi SNB Y Y20AfSa 2NI5F QAR ! GUSYyo2NPomkgdm oAf Rf
mining,breweries andn oil rigs

A strange set of circumstances found mea balsa wood raft witPPeter,a New Zealander, racing
through the rapids of the Pongo de Maniqué&hout much in the way of safety equipment or back
dzLJd ¢ KA & 61 & a2FF GKS YILE Ay AKE wl Ay C2NBad 2y

We were lucky, very lugkWe capsized and thought we had lost everything. Peter saved my life in
the rapids! And westayed with the Pucani community in the Amazon in Peru, shortly after that
event.

I have never forgotten their kindness, their customs and their cuisine and aerémMarmoset,
called Juego, who became my travelling companion across Peru, Ecuador, Venezuela and Panama.
'S Y2@SR AyG2 Y& LI NBydQa K2 Y Suchlgved niaNieriof miyNS Sy = {



family, he blacKab, a fox terrier and ourcat. H8&2 6 SOF YS | 5 SodddirecBivied A I KG Ay
his own invitations to a number of Deb cocktail parties

The chance to give something back came to me in 2006. | started Kayaking for the Isle of Wight

challenge as a result of a promise | made to Trevor Aspd® sadly died of Cancer in 2006. A part

of the donations were pledgedfar K S a! YI T 2y { OK22f t tNRi€tSBPutanid a2 NE
/| 2YYdzyAGé OKAf RNByQa aoKz22f o

Before my balsawood journey down this part bétAmazon, there had been other ahturers Mr

Statford Jolly descended the Urubamba in 1929 following the journey a year earlier by Mrs Bertha
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excitement of going through the rapids of the Pongo de Mani@uith guides) only no one had told

us about guides or safety equipmentittAbut any radio or mobile contactevare lucky taGET OUT

ALIVE!

| attach a link to these books beloiwhey are enjoyable and worth buying.

My journey to the Pucani took place 2685 NAE 0 ST2NB / KI NI S& aseglagQa OA al
licks are exceptionally beautiful and an exgnce which everyone must visitiring theirlife.

Another recent vigor was Matthew Miller in 2004 and then Alison Miller in 2088son Milleris the

Godmother of our daughter Lucy. Alison visitdd Manu Wildlife Centre antbok stunning photos

(below). $he confirmed everythinghave said about Peru Verde. You simply must visit.

Actual moneys donatetb support the Paddle for Life challengsalled £12,682with the main

portion going to Cancer Research UK and Dreams Come True. Out of this té2vas donated

oon line with Gift Aid. The value dfifts in kind(such as training, equipment, safety boats,
reconnaissance by sea and by air, accommodation in Cowes, training would have doubled the total
given to a figure more like £35,250The last Barclays bank statemenbweis a total in the bank of
£3.356.28£2,500will be transferred to the Pucani School Projgds monthand a further balance

in the New ¥ar.

A further £2,930vas pledged and due from Lashings and Millfield Parker (Bluefin). Once this has
been paidit will stay on the Paddle for Life account and be the stathe donations for phase 2 of
the Pucani School project. The value of the donations, gifts, pledges and psontigd are still due
aresubject tothe generosity ofndividuals and companies pmvingof the proper plan for this

Pucani School project.

Paddle for Life Ltdsregisteredwith Compaies House. It is set up asat for Profit Companyit is

not a UK Registered Charity because the beneficiaries arsatelly UK based. Thereforeii not
registered for Gift AidAs many knowdonations were made to Cancer Research UK and to Dreams
Come True in 200&eewww.paddleforlife.co.uk

Paddle for Life Ltd is generously audited as a donationnaayer Frances Ferguson Ltd in
Tonbridge.

There are so many people to thank. There is a list of some who made kind donations at the bottom
of this News LetterBut | would especially like to mention William Murray Willis, Andrew, James and
Christine Craj, Pete Owen, Sally Peake and Zoe and Sam Moore (the kayakers) and the Southsea
CAaAKAY3 [/ fdzoX wAOKIFINR wK2RS& | RebeccKWattomadIHSGe& GSIY
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Aspden and her family, buost of all, my wife Fenella who has always beevoaderful support
and the best person in the world. | love you.

Visithttp://www.peruverde.org/contact.phpChris

So, scroll dow.

Enjoy some interesting and amusing photos of the Amazon.

The community of Pucani auld like to thank you for your generosityPlease visithe Community
Go and see how you have helped them.

They haveanvited you.

They need our support!

Interesting links followed by some fun photos below.

http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb ss?url=searctalias%3Dstripbooks&field
keywords=stratford+jolly&x=18&y=15

http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb ss?url=searctalias%3Dstripbooks&field
keywords=the+cloud+forest



http://www.peruverde.org/contact.phpChris
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_ss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=stratford+jolly&x=18&y=15
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_ss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=stratford+jolly&x=18&y=15
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_ss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=the+cloud+forest
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_ss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=the+cloud+forest

http:// www.peruverde.org/contactus.php

http://www.peruverde.org/conservations.php

http://www.paddleforlife.co.uk/

http://www.mj -miller.net/CV_30SEP2009.pdf

Gap Year RMW in 1972

Machupichu above the Urubamba RMW 1972
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